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J
ohn and Samantha 
Turner were sharing 
cramped offices. 
Everything else they 

went to see was either too large, 
far too expensive or looked 
rather tatty – they weren’t the 
first to discover that Clitheroe 
has a shortage of quality and 
varied office space.

What set the couple apart is  
that they decided to do something  
about it. Today, a little over three 
years after they bought and 
then sympathetically renovated 
the former J H Ferns joinery 
workshop in the shadow of 
Clitheroe Castle, their award-
winning office complex is now 
home to 10 local businesses.

“We got the office we wanted 
in the end but only after deciding 
there was a real opportunity for 
us to create something for other 

people just like us, people with 
businesses who were desperately 
looking for a quality workspace 
they could afford in a central 
location,” said experienced 
independent financial advisor John  
Turner. “We’d been wandering 
around Clitheroe looking for the 
right office and believe me there 
was nothing until we saw the 
potential right here.”

So, in April 2006, the Turners 
bought the empty and run-down  
former joinery in cobbled 
Castlegate and set about turning 
it into tasteful offices. John and  
Samantha admit they were novices.

“We had a vision and we 
knew exactly what we wanted 
to achieve but looking back 
we approached the project as 
complete amateurs. Fortunately 
we had Craig Meadows Building 
Contractors, who knew exactly 

what they were doing, and slowly  
Fern Court began to take  
shape,” said Samantha, who is  
the administrator for the family  
business. “We were the first 
company to move in, still 
working around the builders 
and surrounded by rubble, and 
then in September 2007 it was 
finished and we were ready to 
open. It was just right and we 
were very pleased with it.”

By then nine out of the ten 
offices had already been snapped 
up by interested tenants. Today 
there is a waiting list and offices 
aren’t empty for long. 

Fern Court is both modern 
and quirky. Every office is of 
the same very high quality but 
no two offices are the same. 
Crucially there’s a range of 
sizes. The largest is a sizeable 
62 square metre office on two 
floors. The smallest is a 13 
square metre studio. 

“Each office has its own name 
and its own character. We have 
tried to remain faithful to the 
heritage of the building as a 
joiner’s workshop even though 
the trades which occupy the 
building now are very different,” 
added Samantha.

Dental technicians, a home 
care agency, an internet carpet  
sales business, planning consultants  
and insurance underwriters 
are just some of the diverse 
businesses which now occupy 
offices at Fern Court. 

All benefit from low weekly 
rents which start from just £50 - 
including gas, electric and water!

As a trusted independent 

financial advisor, John Turner 
knows that money matters to the 
owners of small local businesses.

“Our aim was to support 
them not just by offering high 
quality offices but also making it 
affordable for them. We wanted 
to keep costs as low as possible. 
Our tenants don’t pay VAT on 
their offices and they don’t 
have to worry about additional 
bills for heating and lighting,” 
he said. “I like to think we have 
something for every business 
need here, those who are just 
starting up, those who are 
upgrading to larger offices and 
those who are perhaps down-
grading to a smaller unit.” 

 The doors are even open 
to non-tenants too. A meeting 
room is available for hire on 
an hourly basis. One business 
client even uses Fern Court as 
his “virtual office” - a mailing 
address where his letters and 
parcels are delivered to.

“We are pretty relaxed. We 
want businesses to come and use 

When John and Samantha Turner couldn’t find  
a suitable office to rent in Clitheroe they decided  
to build their own - and a few more. Their vision  
was to create modern and affordable units to suit  
different needs. Peter Holland visits Fern Court. 
Photography: LottieDesigns.com 
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the facilities we have here and 
we’ll always try to accommodate 
people in whatever way we can,” 
added John. “One of the nicest 
things is that we are seeing more 
and more interaction between 
the various companies here now, 
each passing information on and 
helping each other.” 

Fern Court is just off Moor 
Lane, right in the centre of 
Clitheroe. The location is perfect 
for doing business. 

“For a market town you’d 
think there would be plenty of 
small and medium-sized office 
space around but there isn’t. 
Most of it is far too big and far 
too expensive,” said Samantha. 
“We’ve created a place which 
isn’t just a featureless square 
building partitioned into identical  
offices, we’ve built a place with 
real character and purpose.”

The Turner’s prize came 
when Fern Court received two 
Federation of Master Builders’ 
awards for their unique quality 
build. 

John and Samantha hope their 
initiative will help to nurture 
other business success stories 

“We know the Ribble Valley 
has budding hidden talent and 
entrepreneurs with sound 
business ideas who’d just like to 
give it a go. Here at Fern Court 
they now have that chance,” 
added John. n 
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